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SOMETIMES IT’S HARD TO TELL WHO 
A LEADER IS JUST BY LOOKING AT 
THEM. HOWEVER, WHEN RAJA SAPTA 
OKTOHARI, THE NEW CHAIRMAN OF THE 
INDONESIAN YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS 
ASSOCIATION (HIPMI) STEPS INTO A 
ROOM, HIS AIR OF POISE, CHARM AND 
CONFIDENCE MAKES IT EASY TO GUESS 
HE’S A MAN ON A MISSION. WITH HIS 
CHAIRMANSHIP SECURED, RAJA TALKED 
ABOUT HIS AMBITIONS, PROJECTS AND 
PENCHANT FOR THRILL-SEEKING WITH 
SASHIA SAMIRA AND JASSMYN GOH.
PHOTOGRAPHY AA KRESNA

A MATTER OF CAN OR WANT
It is sometimes difficult for the children of the highly suc-

cessful to step out of the shadow of their parents. And Raja 

Sapta Oktohari’s father, Oesman Sapta Odang, certainly 

casts a long shadow. He is considered one of Indonesia’s top 

businessmen, a former lawmaker and now the head of the 

advisory council to the Indonesian Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry (Kadin). But there’s no question that Raja, the 

newly-elected chairman of the Indonesian Young Entrepre-

neurs Association (Hipmi) is building a legacy all his own. 

Still, there’s no doubt that his father’s work affected Raja 

from a young age. He recalled that, as a youth, he always 

had the urge to become a business owner. “Even during 

my teenage years, I wanted to practice my entrepreneurial 

skills, which is how I ended up selling garments in Tanah 

Abang with a friend.” 

Although he said his father never mentored or taught 

him in a formal way, Raja says he learned plenty about the 

business world simply by looking up to him and observing 

the way he ran his empire.

Oesman is the founder of the OSO Group, which controls 

successful businesses in a variety of sectors, everything from 

natural resources, mining and energy to transportation, 

hotels and construction. Raja is 

currently the president director of the 

group.

“It’s a question of can or want,” 

Raja said. “Everybody can be an 

entrepreneur, since opportunities 

are always available. But without 

desire, there just isn’t any drive.” 

Whether a product of his upbringing 

or his innate passion, it is clear to 

anybody who talks to him that Raja 

is possessed by an entrepreneurial 

spirit and a deep desire to develop his 

motherland.

LEADING YOUNG 
ENTREPRENEURS
Founded in 1972, Hipmi aims to 

encourage and nurture the spirit 

of entrepreneurship within youths 

aged 17 to 41. Established by some of 

Indonesia’s most successful business 

people, including Abdul Latif, Siswono 

Yudo Husodo and Pontjo Sutowo, the 

organisation has produced a number 

of the country’s most successful 

business leaders, including Raja’s 

father.  The association represents 

more than 40,000 business owners, 

most of whom operate small- to 

medium-sized enterprises. This is an 

increase from 25,000 in 2008.

Having won the election to 

become Hipmi’s Chairman last 

October, Raja plans on using his 

platform to effectively develop the 

entrepreneurial spirit of Indonesian 

youths, something he believes is 

essential to the country’s future. “To 

work for someone or to have your 

own business is simply a matter 

choice. But being an entrepreneur not 

only benefits you, it also helps your 

Pursuit Raja Okto.indd   41 2/23/12   5:33 PM



42  MARCH  the peak

environment and country. Forty-eight 

percent of our population is at their 

most productive age. However, the 

number of jobs is not consistent with 

these figures. By opening a business, 

you are not only helping yourself, but 

also helping the general population 

by creating more jobs,” he said. 

Through entrepreneurial seminars 

and projects held at schools and uni-

versities throughout the nation, Raja 

aims to expand the horizons of young 

Indonesians. “It is part of Hipmi’s 

mission to develop Indonesia’s young 

entrepreneurs. They are the future 

of our country. If we constantly have 

people whose only ambition is to be 

an employee, then who is going to 

build this country?” he said.

One of Raja’s current initiatives 

towards this end is aimed at 

reinvigorating the country’s 

automobile industry. The project, 

which was started in a vocational 

school in Solo, supports students 

in the production of automotive 

parts, as well as the assembly of the 

cars themselves. Raja has plans to 

implement the same project in 33 

more areas of Indonesia, with one of 

the goals being that cars will be sold 

in the same area they are produced. 

This will hopefully lead to an increase 

in skilled human resources and 

economic efficiency while at the same 

“BEING AN ENTREPRENEUR 
NOT ONLY BENEFITS YOU, IT ALSO 
HELPS YOUR ENVIRONMENT 
AND COUNTRY”
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time cutting down on transportation 

costs. The locally produced cars will 

be sold at a price of Rp100 million 

and Raja says there are already 5,000 

interested buyers in his network. 

The young businessman is a 

big believer in networking, and so 

another one of his goals is to improve 

Hipmi’s communication system.

“At present, there are 40,000 

members of Hipmi who need to 

be connected with each other,” he 

said. Under his direction, Hipmi 

is preparing an internal network 

database that will benefit members 

and widen the network. “It’s a kind 

of social network, like Facebook, 

where our members can put up their 

company profiles, and so forth. This 

will easily connect our members,” he 

explained. 

Hipmi will soon be celebrating 

their 40-year anniversary. Raja wants 

to not only uphold the association’s 

legacy, he aims to further its agenda 

and influence  it significantly during 

his three-year term. His aspirations 

include the construction of a new 

20-storey-tall Hipmi office and 

financial independence for the 

organisation. 

LIVING THE 
EXTREME LIFE
Despite having to divide his time 

between his own businesses and his 

responsibilities at Hipmi, Raja still 

manages to make time to do the 

things he loves. Some might call him 

a risk taker in business, but he is most 

certainly a thrill-seeker in his personal 

life. He is an avid sportsman, engaged 

in everything from golf to cycling to 

shooting, to more extreme sports such 

as skydiving.

One sport that Raja has always 

taken a keen interest in is martial 

arts. “Martial arts has always been a 

thing in my family. My father does 

karate and is the leader of Karate 

Indonesia. All of us grew up with 

martial arts and we’ve been fighting 

each other ever since [laughs],” said 

the second child of five siblings. 

Another martial art Raja has taken 

an active role in is boxing, becoming 

one of the country’s youngest 

promoters. He has helped steer the 

development of the famed Indonesian 

boxer Chris John with support such 

as sending Chris to train with boxing 

experts in Perth, Australia. 

“Indonesia is fortunate to have 

natural resources and human 

resources. Chris John is one of 

Indonesia’s jewels. It was my decision 

for him to be trained abroad, with 

experts able to prepare him for global 

competitions. That is what we need 

to do, prepare ourselves for the global 

challenge,” he said.

Although he has no problem 

jumping out of a plane, the 

adventurous businessman say he has 

a form of kryptonite, namely diving. 

“Never take me diving, because I 

have a phobia of sharks. Even in a 

swimming pool, I can imagine a shark 

appear out of nowhere! Perhaps it was 

due to my childhood experience of 

watching Jaws,” he said.

His adventures also extend to his 

many travels, which include both 

those for pleasure and work. Work-

wise, Raja travels all around Indonesia 

to understand what is going on in 

each area of his business. He wants 

to be on the ground to see what 

resources are available, what possible 

opportunities exist and what aspects 

of his businesses need to be improved. 

“Indonesia is huge and I love 

the country for its many beautiful 

sites. Big cities know how to manage 

themselves, but what we need to 

concentrate on are the rural areas. 

It is my duty to embrace small and 

medium enterprises in these districts 

and to improve their networks,” Raja 

said. “And to make new friends.” 

Whether through extreme sports 

or building new friendships, Raja 

knows how to enjoy life and advocates 

recreation as a mechanism for driving 

success and inspiring new ideas. “The 

most important aspect of life is that 

you enjoy it. If you don’t enjoy it, then 

you will not have any inspiration,” he 

said.

Since Raja is clearly enjoying his 

life, it’s easy to see that inspiration 

is not a problem for him. But after 

getting to know him, one begins to 

understand the air of confidence 

he exudes is not something innate 

– its something he has gained due 

to the numerous and wide-ranging 

experiences he has sought out all his 

life. Having done so much in a short 

time, his next goal is building his 

future legacy.

“Each and every chairman of 

Hipmi has contributed something 

significant that has improved the 

organisation and helped its members. 

Today, it is my time to give my 

contributions. I will do my best to give 

the very best.” 
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